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DFAR FRIENDS:

- --cHRIS'lMASITHI-s--sPECI-M:i-SEASCN,--wE--TENIT--'ro-'PAKE -J'JS'P--A -l.!TPLE EXTR.~-~~
. REFLECI' ON OOR BLESSIJ«;S, AND THANK GOD FOR 'lHE YEAR row DIDIJ«;.

-- -

. .. It has been a year of deep anxiety for oany, whenthe word
"recession" translated into lower incane or a l~ job.

. .. For sane, the year 1993was the year whena beloved spouse,
parent, child, friend, departed this life, and in the leaving
left a never-to-be-filled void.

. .. It has been a year whenwe have watched with borror the escalation
of Violence allover the- ~rld, even in our own streets, and have
wept for YOmlgsters caught up in the drug scene or the heartache
of broken families.

AND YET, IN THE MIDST OF GRIEF, 'tURMOIL, ANDIfARDSHIP, am HFAVENLYFATHER
CONTINUESTO POUR CXJTHIS BLESSIJ«;S - CONTINUESTO BE WI'IHHIS CRFATION-
CONTINUESTO LOVEHIS PEOPLE.

CHRIS'IMAS REMINDS US THAT JESUS WAS OORN IN SQUALOR, YET IT IS 'lHROUGHHIM
THAT THE HUMAN RACE HAS BEEN RECONCILED TO GOD. HE WAS CONSIDERED A
FAILURE BY HIS ENEMIES ... INDEED, BY M:>ST OF HIS FOILOWERS ... Bt1I' HIS

. SHORT LIFE SO CHAN3ED 'lHE WORLD THAT HISTORY HARKS HIS BIRTH YEAR AS THE
BIDINNnG OF AN ~. --~ - -~- --- -~~- -~ --- -- -- ----

JESUS WAS A MANWHOKNEWTHE SORROWOF POVERTY, OF B~A)rAL, OF TOR'IURE, OF
HUMILIATION, AND FINALLY, OF A PAINFUL DFATH. IN 'lHE MIDST OF IT ALL -
WHENHE KNEW'mE DID WAS NEAR - HE SAID,

IIThis is My comnandment that you love one another, that your joy
may be full. II

SURELY, LOVE IS 'mE MAJOR MESSAGE OF CHRIS'IMAS ... GOD'S LOVE FOR US, OUR
LOVE FOR HIM, AND THE LOVE WE SHARE WITH FACH OTHER. AND OUT OF THAT
LOVE FLOWS THE JOY AND PEACE THAT INDEED PASSES ALL UNDERSTANDIOO.

THEREFORE, THIS CHRIS'lMASTIDE AS WE REF1..ECT ON OOR BLESSINGS, WE ARE AWARE
OF BEING SURROUNDED BY LOVE ... GOD'S LOVE, THE LOVE OF FAMILY, THE LOVE
OF FRIENDS, AND EVEN THE LOVE OF S'I'RAroERS.
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