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DEAR FRIENDS:

CHRIS  THIS SPECIAL SEASCN, WE TEND TO TAKE JUST A LITTLE EXTRA TIME TO
REFLECT ON OUR BLESSINGS, AND THANK GOD FOR THE YEAR NOW ENDING.

.+« It has been a year of deep anxiety for many, when the word
"recession" translated into lower income or a lost job.

..» For some, the year 1993 was the year when a beloved spouse,
parent, child, friend, departed this life, and in the leaving
left a never-to-be-filled void.

..« It has been a year when we have watched with horror the escalation
of violence all over the world, even in our own streets, and have
wept for youngsters caught up in the drug scene or the heartache
of broken families.

AND YET, IN THE MIDST OF GRIEF, TURMOIL, AND HARDSHIP, OUR HEAVENLY FATHER
CONTINUES TO POUR OUT HIS BLESSINGS - CONTINUES TO BE WITH HIS CREATION -
CONTINUES TO LOVE HIS PEOFLE.

CHRISTMAS REMINDS US THAT JESUS WAS BORN IN SQUALOR, YET IT IS THROUGH HIM
THAT THE HUMAN RACE HAS BEEN RECONCILED TO GOD. HE WAS CONSIDERED A
FAILURE BY HIS ENEMIES ... INDEED, BY MOST OF HIS FOLLOWERS ... BUT HIS
SHORTLIFESOCHAN}EDTHEPDRIDMTHISTORYPERKS}HSBIRTHYEARASTHE
BEGINNING OF AN ERA.

JESUS WAS A MAN WHO KNEW THE SORROW OF POVERTY, OF BETRAYAL, OF TORTURE, OF
HUMILIATION, AND FINALLY, OF A PAINFUL DEATH. IN THE MIDST OF IT ALL -
WHEN HE KNEW THE END WAS NEAR - HE SAID,

"This is My commandment that you love one another, that your joy

may be full."
SURELY, LOVE IS THE MAJOR MESSAGE OF CHRISTMAS ... GOD'S LOVE FOR US, OUR
LOVE FOR HIM, AND THE LOVE WE SHARE WITH EACH OTHER. AND OUT OF THAT

LOVE FLOWS THE JOY AND PEACE THAT INDEED PASSES ALIL UNDERSTANDING.
THEREFORE, THIS CHRISTMASTIDE AS WE REFLECT ON OUR BLESSINGS, WE ARE AWARE

OF BEING SURROUNDED BY LOVE ... GOD'S LOVE, THE LOVE OF FAMILY, THE LOVE
OF FRIENDS, AND EVEN THE LOVE OF STRANGERS.
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