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Reflections on the Armstrongs  
by Gerry Bird 

 

 

 

Amidst the flood of work-related emails that 

seems to fill my in-box daily, it is always a 

pleasant surprise when the word ñBequiaò 

appears in the subject box of an incoming 

message.  Similarly, itôs comforting to stop by 

the green community mailbox at the end of our 

road to find another piece of correspondence 

from a Bequia Mission friend or supporter. 

 

The ñFrom the Mission Mailbagò section at the 

end of this newsletter contains a sampling of 

letters received over the past few months.  As 

always, we greatly appreciate your notes of 

encouragement, donations to the Mission, as 

well as the notes of appreciation from those in 

the islands who have received assistance.    

 

Recently, I unlocked the mailbox to find a 

padded envelope from long-time Bequia 

Mission friend, Carol Simone (a.k.a. Blossom 

The Clown).  Inside was a DVD entitled ñRon 

& June Armstrong on the TV Program, The 

Open Door.ò  

 

Unlike many of those we hear from, Sandra and 

I never had the opportunity of meeting the 

Armstrongs in person, as our own involvement 

with the Mission began only after they had both 

passed on.  In many ways, however, Ron and 

June feel like old friends, or at least kindred 

spirits.   

 

We have long been inspired by the story of their 

founding of the Mission, how theyôd been able 

to mobilize a small group of concerned citizens 

who were determined to make a difference on a 

tiny Caribbean island that most Canadians had 

probably never heard of.  What we knew of the 

Armstrongs was gleaned from old Bequia 

Mission newsletter accounts, early meeting 

minutes, stories and photos that Mission 

volunteers had shared with us.  Particularly 

poignant were the heartfelt expressions of 

gratitude we had heard over the years from 

many Bequians who had benefitted from their 

love for the island and its people, their 

unflagging determination, and generosity of 

spirit.   

 

The Bequia Mission was founded in 1970 under the leadership of The Reverend Ron Armstrong and his 

wife, June. It is a voluntary, non-profit, non-denominational organization dedicated to the support of 

educational, medical, and social concerns in Bequia and the Windward Islands. The Mission was 

incorporated as a registered Canadian charitable organization in 1981.  

How to reach us: 

Gerry Bird, President: gbird@lcs.on.ca or Jean Holding, Sec-Treasurer: holding.jean@gmail.com 

RR 4 Lakefield, Ontario K0L 2H0  

 

 

mailto:gbird@lcs.on.ca
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Sandra and I have often marvelled at the 

Armstrongsô ability to capture the imagination 

of others, to inspire their friends, parishioners, 

and even complete strangers to devote 

themselves to the fledgling Mission.   Watching 

the ñOpen Doorò interview, we began to 

understand.  We too were captivated by the 

charm, contagious optimism, and quiet 

determination which the couple on the screen 

exuded.  Their shared passion for service shone 

through, as did their individual personalities - 

Ronôs ability to eloquently articulate the 

challenges facing those in need in St. Vincent 

And The Grenadines, and how the Mission 

could best help address those needs, Juneôs 

warm sense of humour, her obvious love of 

people, and of life in general. 

 

As the program ended, we somehow felt a 

renewed sense of confidence in the future of the 

Bequia Mission, a pride of purpose, and 

determination to do all that we could to continue 

the important work that Ron, June and a handful 

of other dedicated volunteers had begun almost 

forty years ago. 

And we agreed that Carol Simoneôs gift to us, of 

the ñOpen Doorò DVD, and the greater gift that 

it represented from the Armstrongs, was meant 

to be shared.  As such, we are pleased to 

announce that the program will be shown on the 

ñbig screenò at the upcoming Bequia Mission 

Picnic on June 25.  As it did for Sandra and me, 

we hope that it will help give those in 

attendance a better understanding (or a reminder 

for those who knew them) of Ron and Juneôs 

love and compassion for the people of SVG, 

particularly those in need, and of their unfailing 

commitment to making a positive difference in 

their lives. 

 

The Bequia Mission 
 

Annual Picnic and General               

Meeting  
 

Lakefield College School Waterfront 
 

Sunday, June 20, 2010 at 12:00 p.m.  
 

We invite you to join us for the  Bequia Mission Picnic and (brief) Annual General 

Meeting.  Please pack your lawn chair and follow these directions to Lakefield College 
School.  From the west:  

 
1. Proceed east on Hwy 401 past Bowmanville 

2. Take the Hwy 115 Exit North to Peterborough 

3. Remain on Hwy 115 North to Hwy 7 

4. Merge East onto Hwy 7 toward Ottawa for about 10 km 

5. Turn left (North) at the traffic lights onto Hwy 28 (formerly Hwy 134) toward Lakefield 

6. Remain on Hwy 28 until it ends at County Road 29 

7. Turn left onto County Road 29 South 

8. Proceed 1 km on County Road 29, turn right at the Lakefield College School sign and continue straight 

down the hill to the schoolôs boathouse at the waterfront. 
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 New Project Partners 
 

A few months ago we received a note from 

Reverend Lyle Horn, of Grace United Church in 

Peterborough, asking whether the Bequia 

Mission would be interested in partnering with 

his congregation on future volunteer service 

projects in St. Vincent And The Grenadines.  

Several emails and a couple of meetings later, 

the happy result was that Rev. Lyle and two 

members of his church, Debbie March and Betty 

LaBranche, joined Jean Holding, Sandra and 

Gerry Bird on the Missionôs annual ñIsland 

Outreachò trip to SVG.   

 

Originally published in the church newsletter, 

the following is an account of the work project 

which we undertook in March 2010.  In addition 

to the ñsweat equityò which Betty, Debbie and 

Lyle invested, our thanks go to the Grace United 

Church outreach group for funding the cost of 

the building supplies used in this project.  

Interestingly, the recipient of our efforts, Mrs. 

Christine Hanson, lives just above Holy Cross 

Anglican Church in Paget Farm, Bequia, where 

Rev. Ron Armstrong served as the parish priest 

for many years.  We thought of them often 

during those long, hot days and agreed that Ron 

& June would have been pleased that Mission 

volunteers were continuing their work in the 

Paget Farm community. 

 

 Bequia Mission and Grace United  

Church Volunteers Make a Difference  
by Reverend Lyle Horn 

 

On March 11th, Debbie March, Betty 

LaBranche and I traveled to Bequia with three 

members of the Bequia Mission group from 

Lakefield.  It was a very insightful trip.  We had 

the opportunity to visit many places where the 

Bequia Mission is working and they are doing a 

tremendous job of helping the people in need on 

the Islands of Bequia and St. Vincent.  Below is 

a short account of an experience we had as we 

tried to Make a Difference for Christ in the life 

of one person.   

 

Christine Hansonôs house from the front 

 

Rudy the cab/truck driver put the pickup truck 

into four-wheel-drive and proceeded up the 45° 

incline to Mrs. Hansonôs humble abode.  The 

truck was able to get us halfway to our 

destination; from that point all the tools and 

supplies had to be carried.  Several days earlier 

Mrs. Hanson had received a visit from some 

members of the Bequia Mission who were 

delivering food hampers to seniors who were in 

need. The people from the mission noticed the 

house in which Mrs. Hanson was living was in 

need of some significant repairs.  It was to this 

request that we were trying to respond.   

 

Christine Hanson is a 78-year-old widow who 

lives high on the side of a mountain at the south 

end of Bequia. She lives alone with no children 

to offer her support and care. The house in 

which she lives was built by her husband thirty 

years ago and had succumbed to the three 

decades of wind and rain.  When we had visited 

Mrs. Hanson the previous day we looked over 

the situation and realized that the entire back 

wall of the house needed to be replaced as well 

as half the front wall.  Due to the rain and the 

wind the walls had become rotten and a 

patchwork of repairs made with wood and tin 

was all that was sheltering her from the bad 

weather.  When it rained her bedroom was 

dampened by the leaking roof and walls. As we 
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walked into the bedroom the floor began to 

creak and sag and we were afraid that it would 

not be long before it gave way as well.   

 

  
Christine Hanson  

 

Under the direction of Gerry Bird, the President 

of the Canadian Bequia Mission, we acquired 

the necessary supplies and equipment to 

undertake the repairs.  When we arrived the first 

day to begin work we cleared out her bedroom, 

sending the rats scurrying for cover.  Beneath 

the bed was evidence that these visitors had 

been in residence for a while.  As we proceeded 

to remove the exterior wall Gerryôs foot broke 

through part of the bedroom floor to reveal the 

presence of two large termite nests. Needless to 

say there was much to be done! 

 

For three days the small group of volunteers 

worked to repair and paint the exterior walls and 

partially recover the bedroom floor.  In the heat 

of the Bequian sun we worked diligently to do 

what we could to make life just a little bit more 

manageable for this woman.  If time had 

permitted we could have done more.  And yet 

what we accomplished made a difference in her 

life, as the following ñBefore and Afterò photos 

will attest. 

  

Before & After Photo of Rear Walls 

 

First Annual BMLC Yard Sale in 

Bequia is a Huge Success!   
 

 The following is a blog entry from our 2010 

ñIsland Outreach Tourò.  For a day-by-day 

account of the remainder of the trip, please visit 

our website:  www.bequiamission.ca and click 

on News.  You will note that previous Bequia 

Mission Newsletters are also available for 

viewing on the website. 

 

Monday, March 15 

 

As it turned out, Sunday was National Heroes 

Day in St. Vincent And The Grenadines and so 

the holiday was deferred to the following day.  

As on previous visits, we made our way into the 

harbour (Port Elizabeth) to watch the School 

Sports Competition on the Clive Tannis Playing 

Field that separated the two Bequia High 

http://www.bequiamission.ca/
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Schools.  To say that this is a big day on Bequia 

is an understatement, as hundreds of people 

gather in the covered hillside grandstand to 

cheer on their favourite track and field athletes, 

with the fervour that one might expect from 

spectators at the Olympic Games! 

 

The previous day, we had decided to try hosting 

a used book and toy sale on the basketball court, 

near the playing field, as both a fund-raising and 

ñfriend-raisingò venture (i.e. to promote the 

Missionôs work and to hopefully enlist some 

more supporters).  Bequia Mission Local 

Committee (BMLC) Chair, Sylvester Tannis, 

had brought a large nylon sail, which we 

suspended between the basketball courtôs chain 

link fence and the backboard, and we carried 

tables from the nearby Seventh Day Adventist 

Secondary School for use in displaying the 

books.  Close to forty boxes of used (mostly 

childrenôs and teensô) books had been 

generously donated by one of our new Bequia 

Mission supporters in Canada, Mrs. Shanoor 

Gulamali.  Two other new members, Aman and 

Shamim Rajan, had very kindly rented a truck 

and delivered the books from Shanoorôs 

Richmond Hill basement to our home, so that 

they could be included with the shipment which 

was sent out this past January. 

 

The sale started slowly, but as a few early 

buyers returned to the grandstand with their 

purchases, word spread throughout the large 

gathering that the Mission volunteers were 

selling books and toys very reasonably (e.g. 

about $1 - 2 E.C. or $0.50 to $1 CAD for a 

large, hard-cover book and as little as four for 

$1 E.C. for paperbacks).  Soon we were flooded 

with customers, keeping the volunteers busy, 

making change, or looking for a particular genre 

or author as requested.   When they werenôt 

looking for a book or toy, the youngsters 

crowded around Mission volunteer, Betty 

LaBranche, who kept them entertained by 

making balloon animals and hats.    

In addition to raising badly-needed funds for the 

BMLC, the book sale also enabled us to re-

connect with old friends and many people who 

had received assistance from the Bequia 

Mission in the past.  For example, Glenson 

Ollivierre and Antonio Hazell and his family 

made a point of stopping by to say hello.  

Although he is now in his late teens, we had 

sponsored extensive medical treatments for 

Glenson when he was only six years old to 

relieve a growing pressure on his brain.  The 

generosity of Bequia Mission donors was also 

instrumental in allowing Antonio to receive life-

saving surgery to correct a congenital heart 

defect when he was a young child.  It was 

wonderful to re-connect with the boys, both of 

whom are very polite, appreciative, and 

outwardly healthy-looking young men.   

 

 
 

While the majority of books were sold during 

the Sports Day celebration, Carmette, Sandra, 

Jean, and Betty decided to continue the sale the 

next morning, under the almond trees in the 

harbour.  A total of about $ 1400 E.C. (about $ 

550 CAD) were raised over the course of the 

two day sale.  Later in the week, these funds 

were presented to the Bequia Mission Local 

Committee to support their ongoing Seniors 

Feeding Program.  Our sincere thanks go to 

donors, Shanoor Gulamali and the Rajan family 

of Richmond Hill, American volunteers Linda 

Harrier and Lesly Sheinbaum, the members of 

the BMLC, and the visiting Canadian 

participants in the Missionôs ñIsland Outreach 
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Projectò for their outstanding efforts to make the 

inaugural BMLC Book & Toy sale a resounding 

success! 

 

Wanted!!   
 

Donations of culturally appropriate, used books 

(especially childrenôs books, adult novels, etc.), 

toys, games, and other items to include in the 

shipment for next yearôs BMLC yard sale fund-

raiser.  Donations should be received by January 

1, 2011.  Please call Gerry or Sandra Bird at 

(705) 652-3166 (or email:  gbird@lcs.on.ca) for 

details.   

 

The book sale and Betty making balloon hats 

 

 

A Visit to the New St. Vincent and 

St. Benedictôs Day Nursery & 

Childrenôs Home By Gerry Bird 

 

Although the Mission has long supported St. 

Benedictôs by way of an annual shipment of 

supplies, collected and sent by Loxi Street of 

Barrie, it had been a few years since we had 

paid them a visit.  So in March, Jean, Lyle and I 

took an hour long van ride up the winding, 

windward coast road of St. Vincent to 

Georgetown, and a visit with Sister Nyra Anne 

Pajotte and the children of St. Benedictôs Day 

Nursery & Childrenôs Home.   

 

We arrived to find that the old buildings (in 

particular, the former Childrenôs Hospital and 

Day Nursery) had deteriorated since our last 

visit in 2006, but Sister Nyra explained that the 

long-anticipated construction of the new facility 

had begun a short distance away.  After visiting 

with the half dozen or so children in her care 

(some of whom are severely developmentally 

challenged), we accompanied Sister Nyra a little 

ways down the road to the fenced-in 

construction site where the new St. Benedictôs 

Day Nursery and Childrenôs Home was taking 

shape.  The outer shell and roof of the two-

storey, concrete building that would serve as the 

childrenôs main dormitory was already in place, 

although the windows and doors had yet to be 

installed.  At the far end of the compound, Sr. 

Nyra pointed out the perimeter footings from 

which the new Bread of Life building would one 

day rise, serving as a home for our good friend 

Sister Zita, and the children in her care whose 

lives had been affected by HIV/AIDS.  

 

 
St. Benedictsô kids 

 

As for the St. Benedictôs dormitory, we were 

surprised to find that the construction was as far 

along as it was.  We were also shocked and 

saddened to learn of an unforeseen development 

which is threatening to stop the construction in 

its tracks - perhaps indefinitely.   

 

mailto:gbird@lcs.on.ca
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The following urgent news bulletin, which we 

received from Sister Nyra soon after returning 

to Canada, explains the distressing situation in 

which she and the children find themselves: 

 

 
Sr. Nyra and St. Benedictsô new Building 

 

CONSTRUCTION AT RISK ï 

URGENT HELP NEEDED! 

 By Sr. Nyra Anne Pajotte 

 

The construction of our home for 

underprivileged children ï St. Benedictôs Day 

Nursery and Childrenôs Home, was progressing 

smoothly with all payments up to date.  Low 

and behold, we are unable to obtain our funds 

from the Financial Agency CLICO (CLICO is a 

Life Insurance Company with Investment 

Facilities).  Our funds have been placed with 

this agency as we await the accumulation of 

additional funds and the commencement of 

construction.  This agency has found itself in 

financial difficulty.  They are not able to pay 

funds on maturity of deposits.  We have been 

trying for months now to obtain our funds in 

order to continue construction and bring the first 

phase of the project to completion, but with 

little or no avail. 
 

We are now in a crisis with no more funds to 

complete the home for the children.  We do not 

wish the construction to stop at this critical stage 

where the project is significantly advanced.  As 

you are aware, the children are residing in a 

makeshift house that leaks when rain falls and 

with other poor elements for a long time now ï 

anxiously awaiting the construction of their new 

home. 

 

We are therefore earnestly appealing to you for 

any additional assistance that can be given to us 

at this time of need for the completion of the 

home for the children. 
 

The approximate balance of funds needed for 

this part of the construction is: 

US $802,247.75 (EC $1,339,753.75).  Thanks in 

advance for the continued kindness and concern 

for these many under privileged children who 

depend on our love and care for survival. 
 

The Missionôs Response:  The situation at St. 

Benedictôs was discussed at the April 25 

meeting of the Missionôs Board of Directors.  

Sadly, everyone agreed that the magnitude of 

the financial help needed by Sr. Nyra and the 

children was well beyond the Missionôs 

capability to meet.  As our own funds are very 

tight, it was decided that the Bequia Mission 

would continue to provide an annual, modest 

donation (typically from $300 - $500 CAD) 

along with the large shipment of supplies 

(mainly items for their annual Spring Tea Party 

Fund-raiser) that Loxi assembles.  In addition, 

an illustrated talk given by Gerry a few years 

ago to a Toronto area Rotary Club had resulted 

in a donation of $20 000 CAD. These funds are 

currently being held by Rotary for the purpose 

of purchasing new furnishings and supplies for 

the Day Nursery & Childrenôs Home once the 

construction is complete (as apparently Rotary 

funds cannot be used to finance new 

construction).   
 

We would welcome any other help (either 

financial or possibly by way of legal 

assistance?) which any of our members may be 

able to offer.  In the meantime, please keep Sr. 

Nyra and the children of St. Benedictôs in your 

prayers.   
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Bequia Mission Recycling 

Program:  2010 Update  
by Kim Zippel 

 

Acting locally and globally, the partnership 

between the Bequia Mission and Think 

Recycle  continues to provide funding at great 

benefit to our environment.  Sadly, 

approximately 300 million printer cartridges and 

500 million cell phones will enter North 

American landfills this year alone.
1
 The average 

decomposition time of these items is an 

astonishing 1,000 years!
2
  Diverting items that 

can be reused or recycled saves valuable 

resources, prevents soil and water 

contamination, and minimizes the emission of 

respiratory irritants and greenhouse gases to our 

atmosphere.  Further combating climate change, 

for every 24 quality items that the Mission 

collects one tree is planted by Tree Canada.  
 

Participation of the Mission in the Think 

Recycle  program began in November 2008.  

Since that time 216 printer cartridges and 92 cell 

phones, 103.2 kg (227.5 lbs), have been diverted 

from the waste stream earning the Mission 

$191.60 and the donation of 4 trees!  We now 

have an opportunity to collect digital cameras as 

well as cell phones, inkjet and laser printer 

cartridges.  Think Recycle reports that 120 

million new digital cameras are purchased 

worldwide annually, but the average lifespan of 

these devices is a scant 2 to 3 years.   
 

In addition to collecting recyclable items, we 

can also earn funds through referrals. By 

indicating our account number when a new 

group registers, the Mission will be credited 

10% in addition to the earnings of the referred 

organization during their first year of 

participation.  For further information regarding 

                                                 
1
 Think Recycle Canada.  2010.  Promotional 

PowerPoint presentation.  

<http://www.thinkrecycle.com/promotions.asp> 
2
 Think Recycle  

the recycling program, please contact Kim 

Zippel at 705-740-0587, or via email at 

kzippel@cogeco.ca.  Details and updates will be 

available on the Bequia Mission website by fall 

2010.   
 

Please feel free to bring used printer cartridges, 

unwanted cell phones and digital cameras to the 

annual picnic and we will gladly look after 

shipping them! 

 

In Our Memories 
 

Reverend Bernard A. Warren 
 

 No sooner had our Fall Newsletter gone to print 

when we were saddened to learn of the passing 

of Reverend Bernard A. Warren, peacefully on 

November 21 at the McMaster University 

Medical Centre in Hamilton, in his 83 rd year.  

Rev. Bernard and his wife, Dorla, first met and 

became friends with Ron and June Armstrong in 

the early 1960ôs when they ministered in 

adjoining parishes in the west end of Toronto 

and occasionally exchanged pulpits and 

delivered a sermon in each otherôs church.  At 

the invitation of the Armstrongs, the Warrens 

visited Bequia over a period of about six years 

in the 1980ôs, usually staying from 2 ï 3 months 

at a time.  During these extended visits to the 

island, Reverend Warren preached and played 

the ukulele (which Dorla recalls the children 

loved) while she sang. 
   

 
 

       Reverend Bernard Warren (1927 ï 2009) 
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Throughout their period of involvement with the 

Bequia Mission, the Warrens were also very 

active in the Bezek Foundation, which Rev. 

Bern had founded in 1970.  Bezek maintained 

an interdenominational, Christian retreat in 

Campbellville, to which people could come 

singly or in groups to find hospitality, renewal 

of faith, counselling, and healing.  Although 

Bezek no longer owns the property on which the 

retreat is located, the foundation continues to 

serve through the publication of books and 

articles written by Reverend Warren.   
 

 In addition to Dorla, his loving wife of 57 

years, Reverend Bernard is survived by his 

daughter Cindy and her husband Jurgen, the late 

Stephen (1988), Daniel and his wife Rosanne, 

and three grandchildren.  He is sorely missed by 

his family and many friends. 

 

From the Mission Mailbag 
 
The first two letters below are part of an email 

exchange which was generated by the Bequia 

Mission website.  Since Sandra and Gerry were in 

Bequia when the initial inquiry was received in 

March, they were able to schedule a meeting to 

discuss Dr. Mokôs proposal with Bequia Hospital 

staff:  Sister Adorna Peters (Head Nurse), Dr. 

Roberts (the islandôs only physician), the Dispenser 

(a young woman from Guyana, whoôs name escapes 

me), along with BMLC Chair, Sylvester Tannis.  

Understandably, they were very pleased by the 

prospect of receiving some badly needed medical 

supplies and expertise.  Plans are currently 

underway for the first medical service mission to 

Bequia by the Pittsburgh Technical Institute group   

  

Dear Bequia Mission, 
 

I am contacting you for information about your 

organization.  My wife, Sandra, is Canadian and 

went on a healthcare mission in 1999 to Bequia.  

I am now with a college that offers several 

programs in the healthcare field and I am in 

charge of developing a Healthcare mission for 

our faculty and interns.  Because of my wifeôs 

past experience I immediately thought of 

Bequia.  My organization has a lot to offer in 

people, supplies and financial assistance and I 

was hoping to look into a partnership with a 

group like yours.  I would like to discuss what 

you already offer and what supplies and services 

you may needé.[see subsequent email, below]  

 

Dear Gerry, 

I am pleased to hear from you and find out you 

are doing the work of your mission. I am an 

instructor at a two year college in Pittsburgh. 

We offer programs in Surgical Technology, 

Medical Assisting, Medical Office 

Management, Massage Therapy, and Nursing. 

Our organization is interested in connecting 

with an organization like yours that can use the 

type of aid we can offer. We have wonderful 

faculty with decades of experience in the 

mentioned fields and our organization has a 

strong track record of collecting funds and 

supplies to help various organizations and 

people. Our college just collected and delivered 

over $10,000 in medical aid to a hospital in 

Haiti.  This was only in a span of six weeks.  

We are still in the planning stages of our next 

project, but are considering trying to put 

together a small trip of aid AND personnel for 

this July. I am looking for a relatively safe 

location that we can send some of our highly 

trained faculty, recent grads, and interns to offer 

aid and supplies to people in need.  Here is a 

short list of some of the supplies we would be 

able to collect to bring with us [Bryanôs ñshortò 

list spanned two pages!!] 

I do need to be sure our services and donated 

supplies would be a good fit for our selected 

location. Can the facility you work with use any 

of the above mentioned supplies? Would we be 

able to bring in a hand full of certified/ licensed 

professionals (6-10) to help deliver the aid and 

assist with helping the local people?  
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My organization is interested in this from a 

charitable view point and to broaden the 

experience of our faculty. As I mentioned, in 

1999 my wife was in Bequia for a week and I 

was in Brazil for a month on healthcare 

missions. The best way to explain our 

experiences is that it ñchanged us and our 

prospective of what we doò.  I am looking to 

share this experience with some of my 

colleagues.   

At first glance this does appear to be a great fit 

for us and it looks like we would need to work 

with the local facility and your organization. 

There is nothing like the help of someone who 

has ñbeen there & done thatò and I am sure your 

advice and assistance would be extremely 

valuable.  

 Bryan Mock D.C Medical Dept Instructor 

Pittsburgh Technical Institute 

Oakdale, Pennsylvania 

 

Dear Friends and Members of the Bequia 

Mission 

 

I first visited Bequia in 1990, and it didnôt take 

long before Bequia became a place where my 

family and I would go to visit every two or three 

years, enjoying the beauty of the island, the 

kindness of the local people, and the escape 

from our hectic lives in the States. 
 

It was during a trip to the island in 2007 that I 

began to think more about the day to day lives 

of the Bequian people.  What kind of health care 

is available to them?  What are the schools like?  

Curiosity about those basic issues of education 

and healthcare got me searching the internet, 

and I discovered this group of caring and 

compassionate individuals of the Bequia 

Mission. 

 

Gerry Bird was kind enough to answer my 

myriad questions through numerous back and 

forth e-mails and this March I was lucky enough 

to join Gerry, Sandra and Jean, along with Lyle, 

Betty, and Debbie from Grace United Church in 

Peterborough, Canada.  This group of passionate 

and dedicated people worked long full days, 

learning the needs of the people of Bequia and 

selflessly addressing those needs.  The work that 

the Bequia Mission accomplishes, along with 

the amazing work that the members of the 

Bequia Mission Local Committee do on an 

ongoing basis, has such a positive effect. 

 

I left Bequia understanding that advocacy is 

simply speaking about something that matters to 

you, figuring out what needs to be done, and 

then putting those ideas into action.  And real, 

tangible change happens that improves the 

quality of peoplesô lives.  Thank you to my 

Canadian and Bequian friends for not only the 

incredible work that you do, but for the 

examples of love and caring and hard work to 

bring about change that you have shown me. 

     

 Linda Sagan Harrier 

    Evanston, Illinois 

 

Dear Bequia Mission: 

 

On behalf of the Board of Management, staff, 

and students of this school I extend to you and 

your committee our deepest and most sincere 

gratitude for your most recent contributions to 

the school.  We do appreciate the school 

supplies that we have received.  We do not 

receive supplies from the Ministry of Education 

like the Government schools so you can imagine 

how welcomed your contributions were. 

 

Once again, thank you very much for your 

continued interest and tangible contributions to 

this institution and we wish you and your 

committee all of the best and success in your 

future endeavours.   

Sincerely Yours, 

   Morrie Hercules 

Principal, Bequia S.D.A. Secondary School 
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To The Bequia Mission: 
 

This card is to let you know how much we 

appreciate your hard work in contributing to our 

school every year.  Many thanks and God bless.   
 

Mrs. Jerane Gooding 

Principal, Bequia SDA Primary School 
 

(Also signed by students:  Keshonda, Gabrielle, 

Tovanni, Maciah, Shania, Orson and Gusen) 
 

Dear Mr. Bird 
 

I was at the school yesterday and overheard Mr. 

Tannis saying that the schools will be getting 

their supplies today.  I am patiently awaiting 

your delivery as we are doing exams at the 

moment and we are out of ink so I will be very 

grateful if I can get the cartridges.  Sorry to 

seem to be rushing you but I hope you 

understand. 
 

Mrs. Donavon Quashie, Principle, 

Bequia Anglican High School 
 

Editorôs Note:  The previous email was received 

while our Island Outreach team was delivering 

supplies to the Sunshine School for Children 

With Special Needs in March.  It underscores 

how important the annual Mission shipments (to 

ten Bequia Schools and Pre-Schools) are to 

these institutions.  The Bequia Anglican High 

School is almost right next door to Sunshine, so 

when we arrived just a few minutes later with 

their supplies (which included badly needed 

paper and ink cartridges for their printer), Mrs. 

Quashie enthusiastically agreed, ñThe Bequia 

Mission delivers!ò 
 

Dear Friends: 
 

On behalf of the House of Hope Society, I 

express sincere thanks and appreciation to your  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Organization as we accept your kind donation of 

$500 CAD and many boxes of used clothing.   

 

We continue to express our deep appreciation 

for your kindness over the years, and we ask 

that you continue to pray for, and support the 

work we do, to bring basic Health Education to 

our people; to provide care and support to 

persons infected and affected by HIV/AIDS; to 

show compassion to Care-Givers of the 

terminally ill; and to support them and to ensure 

that their loved ones die with dignity, 

surrounded by prayers and loving concern. 

 

We are happy to have you as one of our Partners 

in this important work.  With thanks and best 

wishes.  

Yours sincerely,  

Mrs. Anita Nanton 

 Chief Executive Officer, 

House of Hope Society  

 

 

As always, we appreciate your letters and 

support.  Please address correspondence to: 

 

The Bequia Mission 

RR4 Lakefield, ON 

Canada, K0L 2H0 

 
We can also be reached by email at: 

 

  gbird@lcs.on.ca or  
 

holding.jean@gmail.com 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:gbird@lcs.on.ca
mailto:holding.jean@gmail.com


12 

Some Parting Shots from the March 2010 ñIsland Outreachò Project 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 


